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Dear Parent(s)/Guardians(s):  
 
Throughout the remainder of this school year, District 25 students will participate in state and local assessments. 
The information obtained from these assessments will help our teachers design differentiated instruction as well 
as help determine who may need academic intervention and who may qualify for Advanced Placement testing. 
District 25’s guiding principles for our current assessment plan are to assess students safely, obtain a general 
snapshot of students’ reading and math strengths and needs while being mindful of the students’ and teachers’ 
instructional time. While we are limiting assessment this winter, our spring assessment schedule aligns with our 
assessment schedule from prior years. As we learned from administering district-wide assessments this fall, 
remote assessment can pose challenges for students and teachers alike. For those students who completed the 
MAP test in-person this fall, technology difficulties were far easier to problem solve, device connectivity was more 
stable, and student data was more reliable. For these reasons, District 25 will continue to foster a safe learning 
environment and, whenever possible, invite students into school to participate in most district-wide assessments 
this winter and spring.  
 
Specifics about District 25’s winter and spring assessments and testing windows are below: 
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Grade Level Assessment  Assessment 
Window 

Kindergarten Kindergarten Individual Development Survey (KIDS)  
KIDS is a state-mandated tool in which teachers observe the knowledge, 
skills, and behaviors that most impact long-term student success of 
children entering kindergarten. 

October 13 - March 18 
(ISBE may change these 
dates depending on 
status 0f in-person or 
remote learning) 

Kindergarten - 
8th Grade 

FASTBridge Universal Screening Assessments 
FASTBridge screeners are short, typically individually administered, 
assessments. Kindergarteners and first-graders are asked to identify 
letter sounds, words, and sentences, as well as identify numbers, their 
sequence, and composition. Second-fifth graders are prompted to read 
grade-level passages, while sixth-eighth graders are asked to respond to 
questions after reading grade-level passages. Third-eighth grade 
students demonstrate their application of math strategies. 
In the winter, these tests will only be administered to students whose fall 
screening scores fell below the 25th percentile or students for whom 
teachers require additional academic information. In the spring, all 
kindergarten and first-grade students will be assessed using this platform. 

January 27 - February 
19 
 
April 14 - May 14 

https://www.sd25.org/Page/69


 

3rd & 5th Grade 
plus 4th, 6th, and 
7th Graders new 
to D25 

CogAT 
The Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) is a computer-administered 
assessment that measures learned reasoning and problem-solving skills 
in three different areas: verbal, quantitative, and nonverbal. Reasoning 
abilities are good predictors of success in school. 

February 1 - February 
26 

Kindergarten - 
8th Grade 

ACCESS 
ACCESS is administered to all English Language Learner students. 
ACCESS is a standards-based, criterion-referenced English language 
proficiency test designed to measure English language learners' social 
and academic English proficiency. It assesses social and instructional 
English used within the school context and the language associated with 
language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies across the four 
language domains (Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing). 

March 15 - May 25 

3rd - 8th Grade Illinois Assessment of Readiness  
The IAR is a computer-administered state assessment and accountability 
measure for Illinois students enrolled in a public school. All students in 
these grade levels are tested on the English Language Arts and 
Mathematics  Illinois Learning Standards.  

March 15 - May 14 

5th & 8th Grade  Illinois Science Assessment 
The ISA is a computer-administered assessment that is aligned to the 
Illinois Learning Standards for science. The ISA represents Illinois’ 
commitment to preparing all students for college and careers, including in 
the high-demand science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) fields. 

March 15 - May 14 

3rd - 8th Grade FitnessGram 
The FitnessGram assessment is administered as part of the physical 
education program. This assessment measures health-related fitness for 
youth through multiple tests measuring aerobic capacity, muscular 
strength/endurance, and flexibility. 

March 29 - April 30 

2nd - 8th Grade NWEA Measure of Academic Progress 
The computerized MAP format, aligned to the Illinois Learning 
Standards, assesses students in reading and mathematics. MAP is an 
adaptive test, which means that test questions adapt to each student’s 
ability level as they navigate the assessment. 

April 5 - April 28 

3rd-7th Grade Advanced Placement Test 
The Advanced Placement test for English Language Arts (5th-7th Grade) 
and Advanced Math (3rd-6th Grade) is given to students who meet 
testing criteria based on performance on the MAP test and/or the CogAT. 
Specific dates will be shared in the spring.  

Mid-May 

Incoming 
Kindergartners  

Kindergarten Screening 
The kindergarten screening is to provide classroom teachers with 
information on student readiness for kindergarten, including an 

May 1-June 10 
(dates will vary by 
school building) 



 

 
Please note that classrooms will participate in these assessments at different times throughout the testing 
window, so be attentive to the dates and times provided by your child’s school. Our assessment calendar is 
attached. If you have questions regarding these assessments, please contact your child’s teacher or school 
principal. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Amanda Czerniuk  
Assessment Coordinator  
Department of Student Learning  

assessment of fine motor skills, early literacy and numeracy skills, and 
social behaviors to plan for the upcoming school year. 


